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Alison Keith, Professor (University of Toronto) & Director, Jackman Humanities Institute

« Sulpicia and Other Women's Poetry »

Abstract: This paper explores Sulpicia's poetic relations with female poets in the classical tradition both
Greek and Roman, historical and fictional. | argue that Sulpicia strikes a distinctively female posture in
relation to contemporary male-authored Latin elegy and threads allusions to Greek female-authored
verse through her poems. She thereby exhibits consummate control of the generic figures, metaphors,
and themes of Latin amatory verse even as her innovative feminine voicing of elegy destabilizes both Latin
literary conventions and Roman social codes.




